Structured Engagement Exercises

	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Inside Outside Circles
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	· Students stand in concentric circles facing each other.
· Students in the outside circle ask questions; those inside answer.

· On a signal, students rotate to create new partnerships.

· On another signal, students trade inside/outside roles.
	· Talking one-on-one with a variety of partners gives risk-free fluency practice.
· Interactions can be structured to focus on specific speaking skills.

· Students practice both speaking and active listening.

	Round Table
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	· Seat students in small groups around tables.
· Teacher asks a question with many possible answers.

· Each student around the table answers the question in a different way.
	· Encouraging elaboration creates appreciation for diversity of opinion and thought.
· Eliciting multiple answers enhances language fluency.

	Team Word Webbing
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	· Provide each team with a single large piece of paper.  Give each student a different colored marker.
· Teacher assigns a topic for a word web.

· Each student adds to the part of the web nearest to him/her.

· On a signal, students rotate the paper and each student adds to the nearest part again.
	· Individual input to a group product ensures participation by all students.
· Shifting points of view support both broad and in-depth understanding of concepts.

	Consensogram
Westward Expansion
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	· Have learners place a Post-it note in the box that represents how much they think they currently know about the subject under consideration.
	· To preview prior knowledge at the beginning of a unit of study
· To review information prior to an exam

	3-2-1
3  things that really interested you

2  things you'd like to know more
    about

1  idea that you will write about

    tonight in your journal

        
	· Teacher creates stems to match the kind or level of thinking you want students to do about the material being studied.
· Have students complete stems after a discussion, a reading, a video, a field trip, etc.
	· To provide a structure for students to make meaning of what they have learned
· To summarize key points in a learning experience
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